Getting to the Root of Vocabulary:
Teacher Tips

[ have always used root words as a quick class opener. [ have even used them when
my school sprang for the Sadlier-Oxford books as the two work well together.

The list of root words originally developed as part of a comprehensive 7-12
vocabulary program. We divided an extensive list of roots between grade levels and
expected kids to be taught and to master about 50 at every grade level.

For my part I went with a core 100 and have added more over the years. [ teach
them very simply, taking only a few minutes a day.

[ write 2 or 3 on the board every day and we go over derivatives. If the kids don't
suggest enough words, I always have 2 or 3 for each root that [ mention. I have a
derivative worksheet the kids use to record at least three words that use the root.
Then when we cover 10, I test them over those 10.

[ am very proud of the tests since I use a big list of roots that I call My Root
Dictionary. I construct tests using words we did NOT discuss in class. The definitions
used on the matching test always include the meaning of the root. So...kids can make
a 100% on the test over words they have never seen before, just by knowing the
roots. Very empowering, as it gives kids the ability to figure words out.

The kids tell me that knowing roots consciously is very helpful on the ACT and SAT.

Teacher Resources

@ Instant Vocabulary by Ida Ehrlich
- Organized around 259 keys to word building, this book
is an amazing resource if you want to teach root words to
your students. Each key is a root, prefix, or suffix for which
Ehrlich provides 20 examples showing how the key is used
in word building.
Check out NEO below:




KEY NO. 248 is the Root NEO which comes from
the Greek word asos, meaning NEW;

Oy RECENT. Many old things becoms
of interest ngain, peopls aften will
NEO belicve in somcthing, come to sccapt
il as everyday, and then a new inter-
new est awakens and it is revived.
recent

1. peoblastic NEO blastic {nee o blas” tik) adi.
Having the nature of new growdh.

2. Neoceno NEO cene {nee' o sene) ad).
Belonging to the lertiary period.

3. meocosmic NEO cosmic (nes o kox” mmk) adj.
Relaring to the presemt known world and
races.

4. peocracy NEO cracy (nee ok’ ma si) n.

Government by new, inexperienced cfficialy.

S, peccrfticlem  NEO criticism (nes o kyit' i siz um) o
The new phlicsophy, rajecting Kans.

6. peo-Darwinkm NEO Darwinism (nee o dar’ wi niz um) n.
A naw form of Darwin's theory.

7. oeofetns NEO fetus {Dee 0 fee” tus) n.

The embryo in the very carly slages of de-
velopment,

B. ncogenesis NEO genesis (noe © je’ e sk) o
A new formation or regenération of Hssme,

9. mo-Gothic NEQ Gothic (nee o goth’ ik) sdj.

Ari based on stady of medieval Gothic.

10. ocogrammarian NEQO grammarian (nee ¢ gra mar | an) n.
A new, scientific direction 10 Unguistics,

11. neo-Hellenism NEO Hellenism (ne¢ ¢ hel” en iz vm) o
The proctice of ancient Greck ideals tn
modern life and ant.

12. ncolatry NEO latry (peo ol’ a tri) m
The worship of the new, the noveliy.
13. peolithic NEO lithic (oee o lith’ ik) adj.

Relating to the era when polished sione im-
plemants were wsed.

14, neology NEDO logy (nee of o jes)
The use of new words In the language.
15. ncomenia NEO menia (nce o mee’ ol a) .

The festival of the new moon.
16. neomorph NEO morph (nee’ 0 marf) n.
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Useful Websites
English-Word Information English-Word Information is a
Word Info about English Vocabulary searchable site with extensive words and
definitions for hundreds of roots.
Learn That Word is a quick reference to more than 350 |earn

Roots, with at least one example for each and a good reference
for Suffixes as well.
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